


Structured Medicine Reviews (SMRs) are an evidence-based and comprehensive review of 
a patient’s medication, taking into consideration all aspects of their health.  In a 
structured medication review clinicians and patients work as equal partners to understand 
the balance between the benefits and risks of and alternatives of taking medicines. The 
shared decision-making conversation being led by the patient’s individual needs, 
preferences and circumstances.

▪ Key components of a SMR

• Shared decision-making principles should underpin the conversation

• Personalised approach – tailored to the patient

• Safety – consider the balance of benefit and risk of current treatment and starting new 
medicines

• Effectiveness – all medication must be effective, noting NHS guidance on certain 
exceptions to items that should not routinely be prescribed in primary care.”
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https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng5
https://www.england.nhs.uk/shared-decision-making/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F08%2Fitems-which-should-not-routinely-be-prescribed-in-primary-care-v2.1.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.gpcontracts%40nhs.net%7Cc75163bd922a4ae95f5e08dad2f77e2c%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638054257649633342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3YC7r8aQvFbecDN9%2BPQXYWAH%2Fz1MIVNvr%2B%2FwNjHjkVU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F08%2Fitems-which-should-not-routinely-be-prescribed-in-primary-care-v2.1.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cengland.gpcontracts%40nhs.net%7Cc75163bd922a4ae95f5e08dad2f77e2c%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638054257649633342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3YC7r8aQvFbecDN9%2BPQXYWAH%2Fz1MIVNvr%2B%2FwNjHjkVU%3D&reserved=0


▪ Software we use through the Eclipse Live platform to analyse and risk 

stratify patients based on data extracted from the GP clinical system 

(emis)

▪ Same system that generates the red and amber patient safety alerts

▪ Anyone authorised can have an account to look at their own practice 

data

▪ https://secure.nhspathways.org/ 

▪ Get one time PIN

▪ ….and off you go 
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https://secure.nhspathways.org/
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From 1 October 2020, each PCN must use appropriate tools to identify and 
prioritise patients who would benefit from a SMR, which must include those:

1.  in care homes 

2.  with complex and problematic polypharmacy, specifically those on 10 or 
more medications 

3. on medicines commonly associated with medication errors10 

4. with severe frailty11who are particularly isolated or housebound or who have 
had recent hospital admissions and/or falls 

5. using potentially addictive pain management medication.

10 See NHS Business Services Authority (2019) Medication safety – indicators specification https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2019-08/Medication%20Safety%20-

%20Indicators%20Specification%20%28Aug19%29.pdf 

11 Based on the validation of the eFI, on average around 3% of over 65s will be identified as potentially living with severe frailty. However, this percentage may be significantly 
higher in some practices. Severe frailty is defined as a person having an eFI score of >0.36. https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/clinical-policy/olderpeople/frailty/efi/
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https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2019-08/Medication%20Safety%20-%20Indicators%20Specification%20%28Aug19%29.pdf
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/2019-08/Medication%20Safety%20-%20Indicators%20Specification%20%28Aug19%29.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/clinical-policy/olderpeople/frailty/efi/
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You can 

enter emis 

number here
Click here



Working Together to Improve Health and Wellbeing



Working Together to Improve Health and Wellbeing



Working Together to Improve Health and Wellbeing



Working Together to Improve Health and Wellbeing

Too scary! Stick with list 

for now!
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Full list Priority list
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Contact Eclipse at support@prescribingservices.org 

Practice manager to send email giving consent for that person to access the practice data

Supply name, email address and mobile number (for PIN access)

Log in to https://secure.nhspathways.org/  NHS Pathways

Or https://www.eclipsesolutions.org/  for Eclipse alerts

Thank you!

mailto:support@prescribingservices.org
https://secure.nhspathways.org/
https://www.eclipsesolutions.org/
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